
Understanding Morse ID Communications on the 
GMRS-RPT50 

Morse ID transmits identification signals in Morse code at intervals you set. These 
signals are typically sent without DCS or CTCSS tones. As a result, handheld receivers set 
to accept only communications with these tones will not detect the Morse ID signals. 
This ensures that all transmissions are properly identified while minimizing disruptions 
to main communication channels. By making the Morse ID signals receivable by any 
device tuned to the repeater’s frequency, regardless of tone squelch settings, consistent 
identification is maintained. The GMRS-RPT50 V1.003R firmware allows users to choose 
whether CW ID (Morse ID) is sent with or without PL (CTCSS / DCS) tones, providing 
flexibility based on user preferences and communication needs. 

GMRS Repeater Operation and Etiquette 

In the GMRS system, repeaters do not have their own individual call signs. Instead, they 
operate under the call sign of the licensed GMRS operator who owns or controls the 
repeater. This owner’s call sign is used for all family members utilizing the repeater, 
adhering to FCC regulations. 

Every 15 minutes (at minimum) during operation, the call sign of the owner must be 
announced to satisfy the requirements for repeater identification. This can be done 
either manually by the person transmitting at that time or automatically by the 
repeater’s built-in identification system. The use of a single call sign simplifies the 
identification process and ensures compliance with legal requirements. 

Whether the repeater is private or public, it operates under the call sign of its owner, 
and this call sign must be used for identification. Individual users and their family 
members should use their personal call signs during communication. Additionally, users 
call signs should be verbally announced at 15-minute intervals. 

Repeater Etiquette for GMRS Users 

1. Identify Regularly: Always use the correct GMRS call sign for identification, 
especially when starting and ending transmissions, and every 15 minutes during 
communication. 

2. Respect Access: Only use a repeater if you have explicit permission from the 
owner or if it is designated as open for public use. 



3. Monitor Before Transmitting: Always listen to ensure the frequency is clear 
before transmitting to avoid interrupting ongoing conversations. 

4. Maintain Privacy and Courtesy: Be mindful of the shared nature of the repeater 
and communicate respectfully and efficiently, keeping transmissions brief and to 
the point. 

Following these guidelines helps maintain a harmonious and functional environment for 
all GMRS users. 

 

 
 


